
WINKELMAN NATURAL RESOURCE  

 CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

 

Quarterly Meeting   August 15, 2018  Draft Minutes 
 
 

Location: General Kearny Inn, 302 Alden Rd, Kearny, AZ 85137 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. 
 
Board and Staff 
Bill Dunn, Steve Turcotte, Gary Vinson, Hattie Hedrick, Kyle Thompson, Chris Postel. 
 
Agencies 
Willie Sommers & Aaron Casem (AZ Department Forestry-Fire Management), Alison Haywood (Arizona 
Game & Fish) 
 
Members and Guests 
Becky Dunn, Rick Bader, Robin Barnes (Asarco),Jack, & Catherine Mann, Linda Leigh, Sam & Carol 
Hosler, Barbara McGuire, Nick Cline, Celeste Andersen (TNC), Francie Myer, Molly Yoder, Georgianna 
Wood, Janelle Gaun (Az Land & Water Trust), and Sam Rauhalammi (CAC Aravaipa) 
 
Minutes of Past Meetings 
Reviewed minutes: 05/16/2018, 05/24/2018, 06/12/2018, & 07/16/2018. Steve Turcotte moved to accept 
the minutes. Gary Vinson seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s report: District/State funds, $26,730.75 & $13,070.48.The Balance Sheet & Income 
Statement were reviewed. Gary Vinson moved to accept the financial reports. Steve Turcotte seconded.  
Motion passed. 
 
New Business 

• Sealing Stock Tanks (Seepage Control - Betty Bailey):  Three methods are used to seal lakes and ponds 
to minimize water loss due to seepage.  (See Attached Power Point Presentation).  Kyle Thompson:  
Kyle is working on a Heritage grant from Arizona Game & Fish that is due September 1.  He has 
visited 11  tanks at 6 ranches.  He will visit the last ranch next week.  The grant to clean and seal tanks 
will be in the $25,000-30,000 range and will require a 25-50% match.  The work will start in the 
Spring, 2019 to clean the tanks and could require some road work.  He needs to determine if EQIP 
funds could be used as matching funds for the Heritage grant.   

 
Old Business 
 

• NRCDs move from State Land to Arizona Forestry (Bill Dunn): A bill will be submitted next year by 
Gail Griffin & Rusty Bauer.  Arizona Cattle Growers passed a policy to support the move.  Arizona 
Farm Bureau is currently neutral.  Pima County Farm Bureau needs more information to make a 
decision to support it. 

• AACD Summer Meeting Update (Bill Dunn):  Franks Krentz is the new president and Mark Kuechel is 
the first vice president.  Bill will be on the Executive Committee as the past president. 
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Reports from Agency Personnel 

• Arizona Game & Fish Allison Haywood:  Heritage grants can be used to fund gates, increase 
grasslands, and dirt tanks.  Sarah Gandaria replaced Rena Tucker for the Landowner Relations position.  
Just issued a press release regarding poaching javelina on Freeman Road.  A Junior Camp will be 
sponsored by the Arizona Mule Deer foundation in the Fall. 

• AZ State Forestry & Fire (Willie Sommers: The grant is finalized and the biological-cultural studies are 
completed.  Work can only be done from October 1 to March 31.  The focus is on the Town of Kearny 
6 parcels (105 acres).  The grant will be for $70,000 and will be require a 25% match ($23,000).  The 
grant should be signed by October 1.  

• The Nature Conservancy (Celeste Andersen):  They are working on fencing.  She requested that the 
Lower San Pedro Collaboration group be added to the November 14 WNRCD quarterly meeting. 

• Asarco (Robin Barnes): Land Exchange should have a decision by January, 2019.  They will be 
involved in litigation regarding their water rights for irrigation & concentrator usage.  They will be 
bidding on the land for the Ripsey Wash project. 

• Arizona State Land Department (Jackie Thomas):  See Attached Email. 

• NRCS (Alisha Phipps):  See Attached NRCS Report. 

• None:  UA Cooperative Extension, Pinal County Sheriff, and BLM 

 
Supervisors & Staff Reports 

• Steve Turcotte: He thanked Forestry for all of their hard work on this FEMA pilot project. 

• Kyle Thompson: The Arizona Water Protection fund grant is due September 7, requires a 20 year 
maintenance agreement and is re-imbursement only.  This grant could be a phase II for re-vegetation; 
so, test plots could be planted for re-vegetation purposes.  He needs a list of approved chemicals. 

 
Call to the Public 
 

Recessed for Lunch (12:20 p.m.) 
 

Education Center Meeting (Convened at 1:15 p.m.) 
 

Financial Report:Checking account balance is $15,470.34.Motion by Steve Turcotte to accept the 
financial report.  Gary Vinson seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
New Business 

• Organization and Planning Meeting Update (By Laws) 
o Currently, the board members are Becky Dunn, Steve Turcotte, Bill Dunn, Megan Corder, 

Linda Leigh, and Sam Rauhalammi.  Steve Turcotte made a motion to add Sam & Carol Hosler 
to the Board .  Gary Vinson seconded.  Motion passed. Steve Turcotte made a motion to add 
Hattie Hedrick to the Board .  Gary Vinson seconded.  Motion passed. 

o Steve Turcotte:  A meeting was held on August 1 to review the current by laws.  (See Attached 
Updated By Laws).  Changes need to be made to expand the board, with more positions being 
filled from within our community, rotate officers and to increase membership.  The Advisory 
Board would make recommendations to the Education Center Director, Hattie Hedrick.  

• Nursery Update (Oracle Community Learning Garden): The current OCLG Memo of Understanding 
(MOU) was reviewed and updated based upon comments. (See Attached MOU).  Gary Vinson made a 
motion to approve the MOU.  Steve Turcotte seconded.  Motion passed.  Linda Leigh needs to contact 
Russ to have him deliver and setup the hoop house in Oracle.  Kyle Thompson would be involved with 
the hoop house. 
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Call to the Public  (None) 
 
Adjourn 
Steve Turcotte made a motion to Adjourn at 1:25 p.m.  Gary seconded it. Motion carried 
 
Regular Meeting (Reconvened at 1:25 p.m.) 
 
FEMA Grant Work Session with ADFFM (Willie Sommers & Aaron Casem) 
 
Willie Sommers: In the final stages of completing the grant, US Fish & Wildlife has finalized their review.  
FEMA is finalizing their review and then will issue an award letter with the monies being transferred to 
ADFFM.  Next, ADFFM would develop a standard grant agreement, which is reimbursement only.  The 
grant is for $70,000 and requires a $23,000 match (In-kind & actual costs incurred) by WNRCD.   
 
Aaron Casem:  Next, WNRCD would develop a detailed project plan with narrative and budget; so the 
WNRCD would be accountable to ADFFM.  This project plan and budget needs to be completed by 
October 1.  After ADFFM gets the award letter from FEMA; then; costs incurred by WNRCD would be 
counted towards the matching portion.  The attached FEMA/HMGP Pinal Country Project #2 - Kearny 
Fuels Reductions plan was reviewed.  This plan identified the parcels to be worked on and the overall 
budget for grant and matching funds.  Using this plan, the WNRCD needs to talk to 3 contractors to get 
bids for removing the salt cedar.  The contractor rates are: $800/acre (Grubbing & mastication) and 
$400/acre (Mastication).  The next meeting date is August 29 at the Tucson NRCS plant center at 10 a.m. 
for 2 hours. 
     During the project, the labor and machine hours would need to be recorded for reimbursement purposes.  
A sample reimbursement package was handed out.  Once a month, a package (Reimbursement Form and 
supporting detail documents (invoices, timesheets, checks) would be prepared and submitted to ADFFM to 
reimbursement, which takes about 30-45 days for ADFFM to cut a check.  So, realistically at least $20,000 
of WNRCD funds would be used by this cycle of District spending and ADFFM reimbursement.  Kyle 
Thompson would be responsible for field activities (contractor bids, parcel prioritization & planning,  
monitoring, etc) and Chris Postel would be responsible for administration (accounting & reimbursement). 
 
Adjourn 
Steve Turcotte made a motion to Adjourn at 1:35 p.m.  Gary seconded it. Motion carried 
 
Reconvene the Education Center Meeting 
Steve Turcotte made a motion to reconvene at 1:35 p.m.  Gary seconded it. Motion carried 
 
The Winkelman Resource Management Center - OCLG MOU was reviewed and revised.  Gary Vinson 
made a motion to approve the MOU.  Steve Turcotte seconded.  Motion passed.   
 
Adjourn 
Steve Turcotte made a motion to Adjourn the meeting at 1:39 p.m.  Gary seconded it. Motion carried 
 
Minutes Submitted by: Chris Postel, Winkelman NRCD Clerk Date: August 18, 2018  
 
Approval of Minutes:        Date:      
 
 
Winkelman NRCD Quarterly Meeting – August 15, 2018 
Next Quarterly meeting: November 14, 2018 


